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which was much the stronger position of the two, would be resolutely
held, but on the approach of our troops the garrison fled and the posi-
tion was captured with a loss on our side of only two men wounded.

Grwegyaung was a particularly strong redoubt, designed and
built by the Italian, Barbieri; it had a command of 250 feet over
the river and was provided with a broad deep ditch having masonry
scarp and counter-scarp. Two tiers of guns bore on the reach of
the river towards Malun, and another battery was constructed
to fire westwards towards Minhla ; the east front was weaker and
was commanded by high ground to the east of it. From the gorge
wall on the north the ground fell precipitously. The redoubt was
furnished with casemated barracks and magazines, and was in good
order ; there were twenty-one guns, stores of ordnance, and a garrison
of 1,700 men. The project for attack prepared by Major-General
Prendergast in 1883 was carried out under his own eye with the
most complete success. Our troops landed three hours' march from
the fort itself and made for its east front; the enemy were
completely surprised at the sudden approach of the British and
made a precipitate retreat, leaving the frontier defence on which
King Thibaw had set his trust in the hands of the British.

The brigade employed on the opposite side of the river consist-
ing of the 2nd and llth Bengal Infantry and the 12th Madras
Infantry, had a more arduous task to perform, and encountered con-
siderable opposition in the attack on the village and fort of Minhla.
The former was a place of some size, stretching along the river bank
south of the fort, and surrounded by a bamboo stockade ; the latter
was a square stone structure, its walls about 25 feet in height,
entered on the side facing the river by a narrow arch, and having on
the west a double ramp which approached the ramparts with a slope
of about 25 degrees. The troops for the attack were landed at Malun,
a large village about four miles down the river, and on approaching
the village of Minhla the advance was received by a smart fire from
the enemy concealed in thick jungle. The llth Bengal Infantry, how-
ever, pushed on rapidly, and, supported by the 2nd, quickly carried
the stockade and entered the village. The attack was now directed,
on the house of the Wun, which was within another stockaded
enclosure, and, in spite of a vigorous resistance, the Burmans
were driven from point to point and the position captured. The